By Cdr Brian Parker, AMCF VP for South and Central Europe

Reflections on the first year

On the 1st March 2008 | took over from Major Mark Fillingham as the AMCF Vice President for
South and Central Europe. Jean, my wife, and | were commissioned by the laying on of hands by
General Lee and representatives of military Christian organisations at the Leaders Weekend at

Church House Lubbecke, Germany. (Picture 1). The
usual period for a VP to serve is seven years and, at
the end of the first, it seems appropriate to offer both
a record of the past year and some thoughts on the
way ahead. Our activities have been dovetailed with
those of the UK based organisations and fellow-
ships, Accts MMI, AFCU, NCF and ENCLU and we
have always been glad to dip our ensign in salute as
our ship passed in near proximity to other Military
Christian Agencies. One of the most encouraging
aspects of our travels has been a new mood of co-
operation across national, denominational and or-
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ganisational boundaries.
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Some late snow on 6 April gave the AFCU As-
sociates prayer weekend at Sunbury Court,
London a picturesque aspect and our Roma-
nian guests, Vasile & Cornelia Andreika and
Valeriu & Maria Zota gained an understanding
of why we Brits are forever talking about the
weather! Excellent organisation by Amanda
New and leadership by Sue Skippage fortified
us with the concentrated prayer of the week-
end and assured us of ongoing support through
the year as | set out for Norway to join my
AMCF North and East colleague, Lt Col
Torbjorn Bostrom at the Militaert Kristent
Fellescap (MKF) annual conference at the Nor-

It was perhaps appropriate that our first VP
commitment found us with the UK Naval Chris-
tian Fellowship at Yeovilton Naval Air Station
on 16 March 2008 (Picture 2) NCF was our
founding fellowship and Yeovilton our Fleet Air
Arm home base - at least we starting amongst
friends! NCF runs regional “Hello Days” at
which members may gather for a day of fellow-
ship, worship and testimony. By this time also,
planning for the AMCF European Conference
was well under way and a series of meetings
under the chairmanship of Lt Cdr Chris New of
AFCU was laying the foundations for the first all
Europe gathering for seven years.
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wegian Defence Academy in Oslo under the chairmanship of Lt Col Knut Are Seierstad, the
“Daglig Leder” of MKF. (Picture 3 the Seierstad family) | have loved Norway since the time in
1983 when | first visited to investigate an accident to a Royal Navy helicopter and subsequently
served through three arctic winters at Bardufoss where the warmth of fellowship was more than
adequate compensation for the climate. | could not, however, persuade Torbjérn to transfer Nor-
way to the AMCF region South and Central Europe!
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A return to Germany on 25 April found us once
more at Church House Lubbecke with the Euro-
pean Naval Christian Link Up. (Picture 4) Since its
launch in 1993, ENCLU has fostered fellowship and
hospitality seeking to meet the special needs of
military sea-goers. The weekend strengthened
bonds of friendship between Christians of the UK,
Polish, German and Dutch navies and, in a Vic
Vivian exercise that would have not been out of
place in NATO, explored ways of encouraging fel-
lowship and hospitality for international naval task
forces when visiting foreign ports.

There followed a three month period “at home” where we concentrated on arrangements for the
AMCF European Conference and tried to complete the handover from Mark by taking on the
AMCF Europe website - with less than complete success! It was a useful time for fund raising (to
enable friends to attend the conference), for carrying forward plans for the programme and send-
ing invitations to Chief Chaplains and MCF Leaders across Europe.

Torre Pelice in the north of Italy is the historic
heartland of the Waldensian Christian com-
munity. At the end of August we joined with
the southern area of ENCLU at Foresteria
Valdese, where we met with naval Christians
from France, UK and ltaly. (Picture 5) | have
never been more impressed at linguistic skills
as Gabriele Magliocchi switched seamlessly
between four European languages in his lead-
ership of Bible Studies of superb depth and
relevance. Lia Bungaro’'s faultless English
also helped us monolingual Brits as we met
around God’s Word under a kiwi-fruit arbour

and the moving testimonies of Nicola Cesaro
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and Gianfranco Gargia opened contrasting
windows on the life and witness of Christians

serving in the Italian Navy.

An invitation to attend the General Assemble of the Apostolate Militaire International (AMI), 6-12
September, afforded us an opportunity to meet with the lay body that looks after the interests of
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Roman Catholics serving in the armed
forces of the world. Eleven nations were
represented at Menerode, a large confer-
ence centre an hour’s drive east of Am-
sterdam. Professor Dr. Desireé VERWEIJ
(NL Def Academy) gave excellent insights
into Ethics and Operations, Brigadier Cris-
toph AMMON (Head of German Special
Forces) spoke on Leadership in Opera-
tional Missions, and Dr. Karlijn DEMA-
SURE (St. Paul University, Ottawa, Can-
ada) invited us to examine Post-traumatic
spirituality and its effects on coping. We
were well received and included in all as-
pects of the conference, the highlight be-

ing the sermon from the Bishop of Amsterdam, preaching in Harlem Cathedral, stabbing the air
with his finger and exclaiming, “You must know Jesus Christ as your Saviour!” | wish some Prot-
estant preachers were as forthright! (Picture 6 is the assembly at Harlem Cathedral)



We were able to take a day out of the AMI
conference to visit the Dutch Military Chris-
tian Fellowship (NCOK). A rendezvous oppo-
site Utrecht football stadium served to join us
up with Cdr Niels Woudstra who drove us to
Scheveningen Harbour where we met
Gijsbert Pellegrom and one other board
member and enjoyed an excellent sea food
supper. There was just time to share in the
opening of a NCOK board meeting at the
home of Rev Fredrik Vanderbom in Denhaag
(Picture 7) before we caught a train back to
Utrecht where one of our Catholic hosts
picked us up and drove us back to Menerode.
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In between these visits we have been busy
with commitments in our home church and
with meetings to continue preparations for the
European Conference one in November to
meet Capt Pam Sheldon who is now our Pro-
ject Officer for the conference. We have also
managed to offer hospitality ourselves and
were particularly pleased when Lt Col Rainer
and Karin Thorun (Accts MMI Team Leader
for Europe) were able to stay with us briefly
at the end of October. Also in the UK, the
third annual Day of Prayer for the Armed
Forces was held on 6 November in St Clem-
ent Danes, the RAF Church in London.
(Picture 9 shows the navy contingent)

Picture 7

As the autumn leaves began to fall in our
Somerset garden, we headed east to join
the Romanian fellowship (APMCR — C) for
their annual conference. We were hosted
by Col Mihai and Lili Bruma at their home
in Ploie ti, and guided expertly through a
day of Romanian sights and sounds by
Valeriu & Maria Zota before heading by
car eight hours across country to Deva
where the Baptist Church was hosting the
conference. (Picture 8) Mihai chaired the
event with great composure and delegates
stayed with local church members. It was
a great encouragement to see many
young serving folk playing a part and will-
ing to talk about their faith and witness.
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With Christmas fast approaching we set a southerly
course for Lishon on 5 December to join a celebration
with Militares Evangelicos de Portugal (MEP hosted by
the irrepressible Col Samuel Céias. At a delightful
“Fado” evening, he told us that he and Maria José were
to marry on 31 December (Picture 10). A splendid
Christmas lunch and entertainment, speaking opportuni-
ties at two churches and a most enjoyable cultural tour
with Capt José Moreira Pereira rounded off our visit
which included the purchase of a Portuguese guitar
which we presented to our younger son Paul in a family
Christmas celebration at home.



And so into the New Year, we joined with the “Ancient
Mariners” (retired members of the Naval Christian Fel-
lowship) on 21 February where surprise visitors from
South Africa, (Picture 10) Captain Klass Steyn S/Lt
Musa Mthalane of the South African MCF added an
international dimension to the day. Although most pre-

sent had good reason to look back nostalgically on fine
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fellowship in previous times, the focus was very much
on the present and the future with an ongoing prayerful

concern for those serving today.
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Without much time to draw breath we picked
up Lt Col Torbjorn Bostréom (AMCF VP for
North and East Europe) in brilliant sunshine on
27 February at Heathrow in preparation for the
Accts MMI Training Weekend at Sarum College
in the shadow of the mighty spire of Salisbury
Cathedral. About 70 Accts MMI staff and sup-
porters gathered for a weekend focused mainly
on the work in Europe and the people involved.
Picture 11 shows staff and speakers all of
whom were excellent, with talks from Lt Col
Vasily Khimich (Ukraine) and Tugsuu Demberel
(Mongolia) being outstanding for their revela-
tion of the scope of Christian work being under-
taken in their respective countries and General

Arnvid Lgvbukten (Norway), outstanding for insights into how military honour, discipline, logistic
and management skills are readily transferable to Christian enterprise.

As | write we are preparing once more for the AFCU Associ-
ates weekend at Sunbury Court, London where we anticipate
a surge in prayer support in the midst of the fellowship of faith-
ful friends. May we be encouraged and re-armed spiritually for
another year in the service of the Captain of Our Salvation.

Sincerely in Jesus love and service,

Brian and Jean Parker



